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About 

the 

Author 
Hi y’all! My name is Victoria and 

I’m a born and raised 10th 

generation Texan with strong roots in Southern “from scratch” cooking, real skills 

(like canning, soap making, and knitting), and common sense living. I write 

about these topics from our tiny house in the Bryan / College Station area and 

post them for the world to see at AModernHomestead.com 

My family of three (my husband and I, and our 21 month old little boy!) keeps me 

on my toes and forces me to get creative with my cooking and crafting… and 

with our income coming solely from our self-employment ventures, I sometimes 

have to get creative when it comes to saving money too. 

Fortunately, I’ve developed a variety of income sources that help me make 

money from my blog, even with relatively low page views! 

Now I’m passing on that information to you in the form of this ebook. I hope you 

have as much success with the information as we have. 

All the best,    

Victoria 

 

This book and the worksheets contained within are owned by Victoria Pruett @ A Modern Homestead and are 

not to be copied or reproduced in any way without express permission.  All Right Reserved .
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Copyright & 

Disclaimer 
 

Copyright © 2017 Victoria Pruett; A Modern Homestead 

All rights reserved. Photos and text are the sole property of Victoria Pruett 

and no portion of either may be reproduced or used in any manner 

whatsoever without the express written permission of the author except for 

the use of brief quotations in a book review. 

 

affiliate disclaimer 
Please note that some links included in this book are affiliate links, which 

means that I receive a small commission from any sales resulting from 

clicks. This costs you NOTHING extra and helps support A Modern 

Homestead. 

 

I do not promote products I do not use or do not believe in. I want you to 

know that you can always rely on my true opinions and honest 

recommendations. However, you should always do your own due-

diligence before making any purchases to make sure the product is right 

for you and your family. 

 

printing directions 
To print THE BOOK and WORKSHEETS, print pages 1 – 66. 

 

To print THE BOOK ONLY, print pages 1 – 62. 
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Chapter 1 
How to Make Money Blogging at Any Level 

I spent years blogging before I started making any money. All my time 

and efforts seemed pointless as I worked my butt off for “nothing”. 

Don’t get me wrong, I love writing up recipes and canning tutorials, frugal 

living tips and crafting projects! But when doing so started taking up more 

and more of my time, I started to ask myself if it was all worth the effort. 

Turns out I was losing out on a ton of money because I didn’t know how to 

properly leverage my content! 

This book will help you get the most money out of your blog, whether you 

have 5,000 page views, or 150,000 page views! 

Most likely you picked up this book because you feel like you’re missing 

something. You put all this time and effort into your blog and you are just 

spinning your wheels without getting any where… 

You are not alone! 
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I’ve seen bloggers with over 100,000 page views a month make less than 

$200 a month, while bloggers with 20,000 page views a month bring in 

$5,000 a month or more! 

How is that possible?? Well, one blogger knows how to properly leverage 

their page views while the other doesn’t! 

But let me be really clear here, while there are bloggers making $55,000 a 

month from their blog (which is amazing) that is not the norm, it’s the 

exception.  

This book isn’t me telling you how I’m one of those exceptions to the rule 

and if you just follow my example you will be an exception too. 

Not at all.  

This information is for every blogger. It is everything you need to know to 

leverage the number of page views you have right now in a reasonable 

and realistic way.  

For example: I have one blog (AModernHomestead.com) that averages 

45,000 page views a month and brings in about $2,000 a month in income. 

While my second, brand new baby blog (MomLifeMadeEasy.com) 

averages about 6,000 page views a month and brings in about $300 a 

month in income. 

Is that all the money in the world? No. 

Is it the “big money” that so many bloggers claim is possible? No. 

Is it a nice chunk of money to add to my families budget every month? 

YES! 
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So, before you get to thinking that I’m going to show you how to get rich 

quick, change your mindset and get ready to make real money at a 

reasonable rate through blogger know-how and the hard work you are 

already putting in on your blog! 

As a side note: My blog income does not come from telling other people 

how to make money blogging. That is something you see in a lot of cases, 

but in my case the income that I see from my blog is all from sources that 

you too can utilize. 

It wouldn’t do you much good to hear about how all my money comes 

from telling others how to make money if you are just starting out on your 

blog!  

Rest assured, the information in this book will help you start earning money 

where you are with the information your readers are already looking for! 

Wishing you all the best, 

Victoria 
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Chapter 2 
Terms Defined 

Before we get into the nitty gritty of making money with your blog, let me 

lay out the terms you will hear as you go through this book. 

You may have even heard some of these terms before, but not known 

what they meant! All sorts of terms and phrases get thrown around when it 

comes to monetizing your blog. Even that word “monetizing” may be 

completely foreign to you!  

This section breaks down exactly what each term means so there is no 

confusion. 

Monetizing: The term monetize means to set your blog up in such a way 

so as to allow you to make money off of your content.  

Impressions: Ad impressions occur when an ad is shown on your site. For 

example: When a user visits your blog and sees an ad, an impression has 

been made just by them seeing the image! 
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When you have more than one ad placement on your site, multiple 

impressions occur with each page load.  

So you could have 3-6 impressions per page view! 

Ad Placement: This is where ads appear on your site. Generally there is 

one in the header, one or two in the sidebar, and one or more within the 

text of your post. 

Above the Fold: This is the content that is viewable when your post 

loads, without having to scroll down. This is prime real estate when it 

comes to ad placement.  

If you have an ad that shows “above the fold” it will pay more! 

Make sure your menus, header, and post title aren’t so large that you 

have to scroll to start reading the content of your post. 

Header: The space at the top of your site. Usually includes your logo 

image and your site name. 

Page Views: This is the number of pages viewed during a day, month, or 

year… depending on the time frame you are looking at. 

Ad Network: A company that works with a collection of advertisers to 

provide ads for your site. You can apply to different ad networks at 

different page view levels and each level of network pays progressively 

more for your impressions. 

RPM / CPM:  This is the rate that you are paid per thousand ad 

impressions.  
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So if you have 25,000 page views per month and an RPM of $8.00, then 

you would earn $200 per month from ad revenue. 

Breakdown of the math: 

25,000 / 1,000 = 25 (how many blocks of 1,000 impressions you had) 

$8.00 RPM x 25 = $200 (total revenue) 

Cost per Click (CPC): This is much like RPM but you only get paid based 

on clicks. Some ads work this way, as well as certain affiliate programs 

and sponsored post opportunities. 

Fill Rate: The rate at which ads are shown. AdSense may fill at 100% but 

pays much lower than a premium ad network that fills at 20% but pays you 

a much higher RPM. This comes into play when you (or an ad network on 

your behalf) stack ads on your site. 

Ad Stacking: This is the process of marking which kind of ads you want 

to show on your site based on the amount they pay.  

So you can say you don’t want ads with an RPM of less than $4 to show 

and the program or site you use to stack your ads will ignore lower paying 

ads and allow only higher paying ads to show. 

In order to stack ads you usually have to be a member of several ad 

networks so that their system can pull high paying ads from multiple 

locations. 

This is something that many ad networks will automatically do for you, and 

is not something I bother with. However, you may hear the term, so this is 

what it means! 
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Affiliate Sales: Affiliate sales earn you money by promoting someone 

else’s content.  

This could be an ebook that another blogger sells, like this “Facebook 

Strategies Worth Selling” ebook, which pays you a percentage of the sales 

price when someone buys the book with your link. 

Many companies and bloggers offer this type of commission-based 

income in exchange for the promotion of their products. 

Amazon.com is a particularly popular affiliate program as you can find 

almost anything there! Read more about the Amazon affiliate program in 

Chapter 5. 

Sponsored Posts: A sponsored post is content that you have been 

compensated to write and promote either with free products or the 

payment of money. 

For example: You are contacted by a candy company who wants you to 

create a recipe and write a post using their products. In exchange for 

writing and promoting that post they are offering to pay you $200 and 

they will also send you the candy for free. 

Influencer: As a blogger, you are considered an influencer because you 

can create content that will influence the public to purchase the product 

you recommend. 

Influencer Network: This is a site that helps connect you as an 

influencer with brands that fit your blog audience so that you can create 

sponsored posts and get paid! 

Brand: This term can have two different meanings, let’s look at both. 

https://transactions.sendowl.com/stores/5183/33314
https://transactions.sendowl.com/stores/5183/33314
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1. A brand in the context of sponsored posts is the company that 

creates the product you are promoting. Examples would be 

Kellogg’s, Bob’s Red Mill, Nature’s Truth Essential Oils, and so on… 

2. Your brand as a blogger is what others associate with you and 

your blog. So if you are a natural living blogger, your brand would 

be along the lines of clean eating, organic foods, homemade 

cleaning supplies, and so on… 

It’s important to define your brand so that you can grow an 

audience that trusts you and your content. For example, if you are 

that natural living blogger and you suddenly start posting about 

how McDonald’s is your favorite restaurant, that would be way off 

brand and your readers would wonder if you were sincere!  

Learn more about how to define your brand in Chapter 4. 

Domain Name: This is what someone types into their browser to get to 

your site. For example, my domain name is AModernHomestead.com 

Read Chapter 3 for more on why you need to own your domain name if 

you are looking to make money with your blog. 

Hosting: This is the service that stores your site on their system (server). 

You have a certain amount of space that your site can take up, and can 

add more space as your blog grows. 

Read Chapter 7 for more information about which hosting services I 

recommend and why. 
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Chapter 3 
Getting Started 

Alright, now that you have a little background on the various terminology, 

let’s get down to actually getting started with monetizing your blog! 

Regardless of your page views, there is plenty you can do get started 

making money. 

First, make sure your blog looks professional and is easy to navigate. 

Use the checklist on page 63 to make sure you have everything in order, 

but here is a written breakdown of how to get your blog ready to 

monetize. 

Create a Clean Appearance 

Your blog is the first thing people see… Before they look at your fabulous 

picture, or read your amazing content, they see the bones of your site.  

You need to make a great impression right off the bat. Here are a few tips 

to help you make that happen. 
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Find a Pre-made Theme 

If you don’t care to create a custom theme, you can find one already 

built for you.  

Just make sure that whatever theme you choose is a crisp, clean theme 

that will showcase your content. You can find great themes for 

reasonable prices on Etsy. 

I especially love the themes by Lovely Confetti (my theme was created by 

her!). Very clean and easy to use! And there are a ton of customization 

options. 

Fonts and Colors 

Whether you build or buy a theme, there are several things you need to 

make sure of as you set it up.  

Fonts: Create a cohesive look by using the same font throughout your post 

text, headers, and sidebars.  

Using classic fonts that look the same on every device is the best idea. 

Those fonts includes Times New Roman, Arial, and Helvetica. 

Fonts that are fun and different may look odd on different devices and 

cause people to stop reading your post because it is difficult to see. 

Colors: Continue the cohesive clean look by choosing two to three colors 

for your blog theme. Keep them simple and classic. Avoid dark or brightly 

colored backgrounds and opt for a white or very pale background color. 

For example: Black backgrounds are outdated and difficult to read. Bright 

orange font color would likewise be an eye-strain that would cause 

people to click off your site. 
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Make it Easy to Read 

Format your content to be easily digestible. Keep paragraphs to no more 

than 4 sentences, uses headings 1, 2, and 3, and include at least 2 

pictures in each post. 

Also, make sure your site is not too large for the screen size, having to scroll 

side to side in order to read text is very frustrating! 

Organize Your Menu 

Make sure your menu is accessible and that nothing is covering it so that 

readers can easily navigate your site.  

Here are a few common links to include: 

 Home 

 Subcategory 1 (i.e. Recipes) 

 Subcategory 2 (i.e. Crafts) 

 Subcategory 3 (i.e. Frugal Living) 

 About Me 

 Contact 

 Search 

 Work with Me 

 Facebook Page Link 

 Pinterest Page Link 

 Twitter Page Link 
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 Instagram Page Link 

 Email Link 

These are just a few ideas, but whatever links you choose to include make 

sure that your menu is only one line. You don’t want to have a two line 

menu that is taking up valuable real estate on your page! 

A one line menu is very clean and easy to read. It provides great links 

without taking up a ton of room on the page. 

Conversely, a two or more line menu is cluttered when you start adding 

too many options. 

Not only does it close in the amount of space you have on the page, but 

it can even cause issues with the page title! Unless your theme is set up to 

automatically move the title it may become obscured by the menu 

overflow. 

Making the Most of the Above the Fold Space 

As defined in Chapter 2, above the fold is the content on your page that 

a visitor can see without having to scroll.  

This is a very important space on your site and needs to be set up 

appropriately! 

While you want to have a great header, maybe with a custom logo, you 

want to make sure it’s not taking up too much of that above the fold 

space.  

Include your blog name and tag line (or just a little sentence on what your 

blog covers), and maybe your custom logo if you have one… but that’s it! 
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It doesn’t need to be a huge image of your gorgeous home, or your 

smiling family, that someone has to scroll for 10 seconds to get passed.  

You are losing money if this is the case on your blog and it is an easy fix to 

make! 

Once you’ve addressed your header (if you needed to), look at what else 

you can see above the fold.  You should be able to see the following on 

every page: 

 Menu bar 

 Header 

 Header Ad (if you have one) 

 Post title 

 Start of the post 

If all of these things are not visible, you need to figure out what to cut or 

resize to get everything in there. 

The one exception I would note is if you have a product you are 

promoting.  

For example, I have a large banner photo at the top of every page 

advertising one of my ebooks up at all times. 

It takes up most of the above the fold space, though you can still see my 

menu and header as well. 

During the holidays it was my From Scratch Holiday Cookbook, and during 

the rest of the year it is my Money Saving Worksheets. 

http://www.amodernhomestead.com/from-scratch-holiday-cookbook-book-link
http://www.amodernhomestead.com/money-saving-worksheets-book-link
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Why? Because that valuable above the fold space is working hard for me! 

It’s ensuring that every single person that loads my page has the 

opportunity to click the photo and learn more about my products. 

Since adding the banner, my sales went up by 30%! 

However, if you do not have a product that you are selling, make sure 

your readers don’t have to scroll to start reading the content they came 

to see. 

Make it Easy to Contact You 

Don’t make it difficult for readers or brands to contact you! Have a 

contact page linked in your sidebar or your menu that includes at least an 

email address. 

Also include links to all your social media pages in at least one place on 

your blog, either on your menu, sidebar, or contact page. 

I would recommend not hiding those links just on your contact page, 

since you want readers to be able to follow you easily. 

Own Your Domain 

There are some sites like Wordpress.com or Blogger.com that will allow you 

to create a domain for free, but it has their name in the domain too.  

For example: AModernHomestead.blogspot.com 

By keeping your domain on a free site like that, it reduces your credibility 

and hinders your ability to make money from your blog. 

In fact, most free services like Wordpress.com or Blogger.com don’t allow 

you to have ads on your site, and that is a huge source of income you are 

losing if you don’t have them! 
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Give yourself every income stream possible by owning your domain name. 

You can purchase one from SiteGround.com or BlueHost.com and get 

hosting at the same time. 

So instead of AModernHomestead.blogspot.com I would own 

AModernHomestead.com 

Have Reliable Hosting 

I learned this lesson twice over, and let me tell you, it hurt both times! 

Hosting is the service that keeps your site available to the public, and if 

you don’t have reliable hosting, then your site is not reliable to the public. 

For example: You pin one of your recipes to a large group board and the 

hits start flooding in! 

In less than 3 hours you have 15,000 views on one post!  

But because your hosting isn’t reliable, your site crashes and is down for 

two days while you spend hours on the phone with your host trying to 

resolve the issue… 

That’s a LOT of page views lost and a LOT of ad revenue lost! 

It happened to me twice before I learned my lesson (through many tears 

and pulling out of hair!) and moved to a better host. 

Currently I am with SiteGround.com and absolutely adore them! Their 

starting services cost the same as Bluehost.com (the service which many 

bloggers promote) but the SiteGround.com service is far superior to that 

of Bluehost.com. 

https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
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I was with Bluehost.com for 12 years without any issues, but as soon as my 

blog started really taking off I had a ton of problems keeping my site up.  

I finally switched to SiteGround.com and haven’t looked back! It’s the 

same price and their service is phenomenal.  

In fact, I had a HUGE influx of page views at Christmas (I went from 45k 

page views per month to 153k page views!) and SiteGround.com kept my 

site working perfectly so that I could reap the revenue rewards of all that 

traffic! 

Click here to get started with them if you are ready to get your blog set up 

for success. 

Write Quality Posts 

Now, I’m not talking about the actual content that you write about… 

because what is of value to your readers may not be of value to mine. 

What I’m talking about is the professionalism you show when you write.  

Triple check your posts for spelling and grammatical errors, make sure your 

sentences flow nicely and are not cumbersome to read.  

These types of errors will quickly turn off a company who is considering 

doing business with you.  

After all, if you don’t represent your own content professionally, why 

would they want you to represent them? 

Always go back and re-read your entire post before publishing, including 

the text on your images! 

https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
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Double Check Your Mobile Site 

This step is often overlooked, but it is crucial! Make sure your mobile site 

looks as good as your desktop site. 

If you look at your traffic you may be surprised to see that a large 

percentage of your traffic comes from mobile visitors, at least it does for 

me. 

By neglecting your mobile site you are neglecting the experience of those 

visitors. So take a little time and ensure that your mobile site is as enjoyable 

as possible for your mobile visitors. This includes mobile ad placements! 

Make Your Content Easy to Share 

Viral posts happen to everyone eventually, and everyone has their tips for 

making it happen more often! 

But if your content isn’t easy to share, it will be much harder to achieve 

that viral status. 

Make sure that you have images sized for all the various social media 

channels… sadly they do have their own sizing methods and preferred 

shape! 

Current Social Media Preferred Image Size and/or Shape: 

 Facebook: 1200px by 627px 

 Twitter: 440px by 220px 

 Instagram: Your image just needs to be square. If you are making 

the image on your computer and sending it to your phone for 

posting, just make sure the ratio is 1:1. The recommended size is 1080 

x 1080. 
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 Pinterest:  Though Pinterest doesn’t have a specific size 

recommended, tall skinny images are proven to be more effective 

at getting people to click through to your site.  The reason being 

that the image stays in view longer allowing more time for the user 

to see it and want to click! 
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Chapter 4 
Are You Ready to be a Professional Blogger? 

Before you throw everything behind the idea of making money as a 

blogger, there are a few questions I’d recommend asking yourself. 

These are questions that absolutely changed the way I saw my blog and 

really helped me to craft who I was as a blogger and what I wrote about. 

I have created a worksheet to help you with this process that you can 

print on page 64. 

But first, let’s walk through the questions together. 

Who are you?  

We talked about what it means to have a “brand” as a blogger in 

Chapter 2, now is the time to define what your personal brand will be. 

Whoever you are is important. It’s why your readers will connect with you. 

They see something in you that resonates with them and allows them to 

trust what you say. 
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So, who are you? 

 Are you a frugal living queen who lives for a good deal? 

 Are you a natural living mama who makes everything from scratch? 

 Are you a garage guy who lives for the hours he can spend working 

on miscellaneous projects after work? 

 Are you a high maintenance, high fashion diva out to make her 

mark on the world? 

Whatever your answer is, it needs to be real, but it also may be a half-truth.  

In all honesty, the person you see on any given blog is not the whole 

person who is running the site. 

I know natural living mamas who secretly LOVE Taco Bell, but you 

wouldn’t catch them blogging about that!  

Who you are as a blogger is the face you want the world to see. Very few 

bloggers are able to share their whole life on the blog because not very 

many people would connect to every part of their lives. 

Not every one who visits your blog will relate to everything about you, 

because you are an individual. So filter who you are through the theme of 

your blog and see what you get. 

A good example of this filter would be Paula Rollo, who blogs at 

BeautyThroughImperfection.com… she is a parenting and recipe blogger, 

who happens to also be a huge Doctor Who fan! 
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This is something that she doesn’t share on her blog, because it doesn’t fit. 

Not because it’s shameful or uninteresting, but it is simply not relevant to 

the readers who visit her blog to read about parenting. 

Making sure that your brand is cohesive and concise is very important, so 

take some time and think about what you want to show to your readers. 

What do you offer? 

This question may be a little daunting, but it is worth walking through the 

uncertainty to find the answer.  

In order to answer this question, think about the information or skills you 

share with your friends and family. Or maybe you are known for being 

really good at something? 

 Are you always sharing frugal living tips? 

 Do you make the best paleo food? 

 Do you show other moms how to make cute clothes and 

accessories for their kids? 

 Do you offer advice on parenting or homeschooling? 

 Are you known for creating great meals on a budget? 

Whatever the answer, that’s your best bet for creating a blog that you 

can not only maintain, but also enjoy writing! 

My advice to you is to find something that you love doing, not just 

something that you love the idea of doing. 

There’s a big difference between those two ideas. 
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In fact, A Modern Homestead is my fourth attempt at getting a blog going 

that I could actually maintain. 

Why? Because I didn’t love doing the things I was trying to write about 

before. 

The idea of loving what you do isn’t new, but it’s an important concept to 

understand within the realm of blogging. Here’s why: 

This is a job. If you want to make money blogging, that’s just a fact that 

you need to accept. This is no longer a hobby once you decide you want 

to make money, it’s work, but it’s work that you get to love doing! 

When I hit snags here, when things are moving slow and I’m not sure 

where to go next, or when I have a bad month and don’t make as 

much… I don’t feel like giving up. Because I love my job!  

I would be doing exactly what I’m doing now even if there was no blog. 

I would wake up and make a from scratch breakfast. I would still tend the 

garden, make a delicious dessert, can some produce, and live a frugal 

life. 

And even though all the extra perks of being a blogger, being your own 

boss, having a flexible schedule, having “followers”, getting lots of likes, 

etc... are all great things, they are not the end all be all of my life! They 

are just made even better because they go along side the things I love to 

do! 

So, as you think about what you have to offer and what you love to do, 

remember that it is possible to make a living doing whatever it is! You just 

have to find that thing you love actually doing, not just thinking about :-) 
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What does it mean to blog professionally? 

There’s a lot that goes into blogging professionally, so you have to ask 

yourself: are you ready? Now, before you roll your eyes and say 

“obviously!”, here is a brief overview of exactly what you are signing up for. 

In fact, most professional bloggers will tell you that writing a great blog 

post is only about 15% of running a successful blog. This is absolutely true in 

my experience! 

You need to be ready to really work your blog like a business. 

So what does “work it like a business” mean? Here are a few things you 

need to be ready to commit to when you start to treat your blog like a 

business. 

 Being willing to put in consistent time and effort on blog related 

activities. 

 Setting goals and deadlines and working hard to meet those goals 

and deadlines. 

 Committing to creating at least 2 new, high quality posts per week. 

 Being willing to invest money in your blog as needed, by buying 

tools and services to make your blog run smoothly. See Chapter 8 

for more information. 

 Researching the business of blogging in order to keep up with 

current business practices. 

 Being willing to learn how to operate the backend of your blog in 

case of site errors, or have a plan of someone who can help you if 

needed. 
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 Building and maintaining an email list of interested readers. This is 

more than just collecting names, and includes creating content 

especially for your email list on a weekly or monthly basis. 

 Learning how to produce quality photos by having the right 

equipment and skills, including investing in a good camera. 

And most importantly… 

 Being persistent. Blogging can be a waiting game at times, and you 

will not see results on the first day. In fact, it may take a few months 

to see any real traction. But you have to stay strong and refuse to 

quit! This is where loving what you do kicks in. 
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Chapter 5 
Potential Income Sources by Blog Size 

Regardless of how large (or small) your blog may be, there are income 

sources for you to pursue. 

In fact, rather than spending your days trying to gain higher and higher 

page views, simply take a step back and figure out how to make money 

off of the page views you already bring in! 

While there is money to be made at every level, each page view bracket 

has a few differences, so I’m going to break down the different levels in 

this chapter. 

If you have between 1,000 and 29,000 page views per month 

You may not think there is any money to be had at this level, but there is! 

With my brand new blog (only 2 months old at the writing of this book) I 

have 6,000 page views and brought in $300 last month! 

So here are the income sources you should be looking to take advantage 

of at your level. 
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Ad Networks 

Drop AdSense as quick as you can if you are using their ads. You may be 

thinking ads are useless because you see yourself making nothing from 

AdSense. 

That’s because they pay practically nothing! Get started with a new ad 

network today and you will be shocked by how much more money you 

are bringing in without changing anything else! 

Read Chapter 6 for tips on optimizing your ad placement for the highest 

payout. 

So, who should you go with? 

1. Gourmet Ads is a great site that has a page view requirement of 

only 1,000 page views per month. They are great if you do any sort 

of recipe blogging.  

 

It doesn’t have to be the bulk of your content, but it probably 

needs to be in there somewhere. Though you should still apply even 

if you don’t write about food at all. 

Apply with Gourmet Ads here. 

2. Infolinks is a great non-food specific ad network that will allow you 

to make more than AdSense with a much lower payout threshold 

too. 

With AdSense you have to accrue $100 in ad revenue (which takes 

forever with their lower payment rates) before they will pay you 

anything! 

http://refer.gourmetads.com/4513
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With Infolinks you get paid as soon as you have at least $20 

accrued! 

Apply with Infolinks here. 

Sponsored posts 

Believe it or not, you can get some really high paying sponsored posts with 

practically no traffic! 

As long as your site looks professional and your posts are high quality, a 

company is usually happy to have you post for them. 

Why? Because they can take your post and promote it on their own! They 

don’t have to rely on your traffic to get the word out, they can share your 

post directly to their own audience on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, and 

more! 

So put effort into your post pitch and show them the value of having you 

write a post for them. 

At this level, you can find sponsored posts in two ways. 

1. Influencer Networks 

a. Social Fabric – this is an influencer network with no minimum 

page views. Posts pay about $200 a piece once you’re over 

about 4,000 page views a month, so you could wait until you 

get to that level to apply. 

You will make about $65 per post at lower page views. Since 

it’s the same amount of effort either way, I like to wait. But 

you could get started and gain some experience (and a little 

cash) as you grow! 

http://www.infolinks.com/join-us?aid=2928536
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This is the network that I most consistently get sponsored posts 

from. 

Apply to Social Fabric here. 

b. Other Influencer Network – There are other influencer 

networks that offer sponsored posts at this level, but they are 

few and far between.  

It’s worth applying to those networks and keeping an eye on 

them, but don’t except a huge influx of posts from them. 

Once you are at a higher tier, the influencer networks 

available will offer more campaigns for you to jump onto. 

Here are a few other networks to apply to while you grow. 

MassiveSway 

Weave Made Media 

Izea 

TapInfluence 

Linqia 

2. Direct Relationships - Directly contacting the company you wish to 

work with is another method for getting sponsored posts. This may 

be daunting, but depending on what you blog about, you may not 

find appropriate sponsored post opportunities readily available. 

Don’t be overwhelmed by the idea of contacting a company 

directly. Just follow these guidelines and you’ll start getting 

responses in no time! 

https://socialfabric.us/apply_today
https://www.massivesway.com/
http://weavemade.com/
https://izea.com/creator
https://influencers.tapinfluence.com/
https://app.linqia.com/r/b1tupomu
https://app.linqia.com/r/b1tupomu
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1. Keep it Short and Sweet – Like all of us, brands/PR reps get a lot of 

emails every single day, so when they open an email and it’s too 

long they are likely going to delete it without even giving it a 

chance. Short, sweet and to the point will help catch their attention 

and give you a chance at that sponsored post! 

2. Find the Proper Contact Info – You can usually find an email 

address for a brand if you scroll all the way to the bottom of their 

website and find the link for their media/press page. If you don’t see 

one, try the “contact us” link. 

If you can only find a general email address don’t send your full 

pitch. Instead, try something simple like “I’m a blogging professional 

and I’d like to speak to someone about forming an advertising 

partnership to promote your brand. Could you please point me in 

the right direction?”. 

3. Stay Professional – This is a business email, not a letter to a friend. 

Steer clear of things like smiley faces and triple check that you have 

no spelling or grammatical errors.  

You don’t want to hide your personality, so let your voice shine 

through in the letter, but ensure you do so in a professional way. This 

might sound a little different than the voice you use in a blog post. 

4. Before you Email – “Cold emailing” a brand can work, but if you 

have time, try to get to know them a little bit first. Social media is a 

great place to start up a relationship with a brand before you send 

your email pitch. 

Consider responding to a few tweets on their twitter account or 

commenting on their Instagram account or Facebook posts a few 
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times (over several days or a couple weeks) before you send your 

pitch. Then, you can mention your social media interaction when 

you pitch. This may make them more willing to give you a chance. 

5. Don’t Give Up – Just like with blogging in general, you have to just 

stay the course! 

Some brands will say no to your pitch. And sometimes that has 

nothing to do with you, so don’t take it personally. Keep pitching 

brands you love and want to work with!  

Know that you will learn something from every interaction you have 

with a brand, whether they accept your pitch or not. 

Bottom line: get your name out there and don’t give up! 

On page 66 I have given you a template for contacting companies 

directly. 

Read Chapter 6 for an idea of how much to charge for sponsored 

content. 

Affiliate Programs 

Affiliate programs are a great way to make extra money without your 

readers having to spend money on your site. 

They can click on your affiliate link, buy something they were going to buy 

anyway, and you get a percentage of the sales! 

Here are a few great places to start with affiliate sales. 

1. Amazon - Amazon.com offers an amazing affiliate program that 

allows you to link any item they sell with your affiliate link. 



 36 

This means you can go to Amazon.com and search for something 

that you know your readers would love. Then just share that link with 

them, either in a blog post or on social media. 

One of the other great things about Amazon’s affiliate program is 

that your affiliate link stays active for 24 hours after someone clicks it. 

So if a visitor clicks your affiliate link early one morning and doesn’t 

buy anything, then goes to Amazon.com that afternoon to buy a 

pair of headphones, or something completely unrelated to the item 

you linked, you still get a percentage of their purchase!  

Sharing your affiliate links is easy to do naturally within blog posts (i.e. 

“Just add the flour to your KitchenAid mixer…” where the words 

“KitchenAid mixer” are an affiliate link to Amazon) or on social 

media (i.e. “Heirloom, non-GMO seeds 73% off right now!! 

http://amzn.to/myaffiliatelink“) 

Just remember that due to FTC requirements, you must disclose that 

your links are affiliate links whenever they are shared. On social 

media, I do this by adding “afflink” after the link.  

For example:  “Heirloom, non-GMO seeds 73% off right now!! 

http://amzn.to/myaffiliatelink #afflink“ 

Other wording options for disclosing on social media are: 

 Afflink 

 Ad 

 Affiliate 
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You can tag them as hashtags, in parenthesis, or however you’d like 

to dress them up. But you are not allowed to hide them inside 

another word, and they need to be right after the link. 

For disclosure on my blog I simply have this verbiage set up to show 

at the beginning of every post and page: “This site may contain 

affiliate links. To read our full disclosure, click here.” 

Apply to Amazon.com Affiliates here. 

2. BrandCycle – This is another program much like Amazon, but it 

allows to you to link to sites like Target.com, Williams-Sonoma.com, 

PotteryBarn.com, BarnesandNoble.com, JcPennys.com and more!  

I love using BrandCycle.com to fill in the gaps that Amazon.com 

leaves. When I talk about Williams-Sonoma I can now link to their 

site and get a percentage of the sales that take place when that 

link is clicked. 

One major difference between this program and the Amazon.com 

affiliate program is that their links stay active for MUCH longer!  

For example: If someone clicks on my Williams-Sonoma.com link 

that link stays active for 30 days! 

Apply to BrandCycle.com here. 

3. Blogger Affiliate Programs – These are programs offered by bloggers 

to other bloggers who promote their content. 

Here are a few notable examples: 

a. Becky of YourModernFamily.com offers her books as 

affiliate products for other bloggers to sell. 

http://www.amodernhomestead.com/privacy-policy/
https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/welcome
https://brandcycle.trackonomics.net/user/register?pubref=BRAND915
https://brandcycle.trackonomics.net/user/register?pubref=BRAND915
https://brandcycle.trackonomics.net/user/register?pubref=BRAND915
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You sign up with her as an affiliate, then promote her 

books. Any resulting sales that happen after your link is 

clicked earn you a percentage of the sales! 

b. Hilary of PullingCurls.com also offers affiliate 

opportunities for her ecourses and ebooks, and there 

are many other bloggers that offer this as well. 

c. You can also become an affiliate for this book, as well 

as my other products! If you love this book sign up to 

be an affiliate and tell your friends to use your link! 

The list goes on! Basically, if you’re on a blog and you see a link for 

“Affiliates” look at their program and apply if the products fit your 

blog audience! 

Apply with Becky, Hilary, or Brittany by clicking on their names 

separately.  

Products 

Another great way to make money on your site is to offer at least one 

product for sale. 

It doesn’t have to be an epic work that you charge $30 for, it can just be 

a simple write up that you sell for $3. 

But the more products you have available, the better you will do! 

Coming up with a Product 

So what should you write about? I like to do a quick look at my top 5-10 

posts for the last 3-6 months and determine if there is a theme. 

http://store.yourmodernfamily.com/downloads/potty-train-weekend/ref/amodernhomesteader@gmail.com/
http://www.pullingcurls.com/?wpam_id=37
http://www.pullingcurls.com/?wpam_id=37
http://store.yourmodernfamily.com/affiliates/
http://www.pullingcurls.com/affiliate-home-5
http://equippinggodlywomen.com/affiliates/
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For example: last year 9 out of my top 10 posts were frugal living related. 

So I wrote Money Saving Worksheets on how we saved $15,000 last year 

on food and household items and eat an all organic diet for $188 a month. 

I knew that my readers were already interested in the frugal living content 

I was putting out, so it made sense and sells well. 

If I had looked at my top posts and seen that they were mostly canning 

recipes, I might have written a book on canning. 

See what you already have a built in audience for and write them a 

valuable ebook. 

How long should an ebook be? 

Well, this is a subject of much discussion in the blogging community. But 

generally speaking, it should be long enough to say what you need to say 

and no longer. 

I know, not really helpful right? 

But there is no perfect length. Just say what you need to say, make it look 

nice, and price it accordingly. 

If you want to write a 20 page ebook on organizing your pantry, with 

spreadsheets and inventory sheets, that seems plenty long and will be of 

great value to your readers, then go for it! 

You could price that at $5-10 and it would be fabulous! 

Or maybe you want to write an ebook on keeping chickens? That book 

will likely be longer, but again, say what you want to say, make it look nice, 

and price is according to its value to your readers. 

http://www.amodernhomestead.com/money-saving-worksheets-book-link
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If you have between 30,000 and 99,000 page views per month 

This section builds on the previous sections, so be sure to read this entire 

chapter to make sure you’re not missing anything. 

The income opportunities are mostly the same at this level with just a few 

changes.  

Ad Networks 

At this level, you can switch to a much higher paying ad network and 

make 2-4x more money without changing anything else! 

MediaVine – This ad network only accepts blogs with over 30,000 page 

views per month. Once you hit that level your income is ready to make a 

drastic jump up! 

When I switched from Gourmet Ads to MediaVine my ad income went 

from $39.04 a month to $254.66 with the same number of page views per 

month (32,000) 

Appy to MediaVine here. 

Sponsored Posts 

Make sure you read the previous bracket’s section as I’m not going to 

repeat everything here and there is a lot of great information in that 

section that you don’t want to miss, including how to work directly with 

companies on campaigns. 

In addition to the influencer networks mentioned already, this tier brings a 

few more options.  

1. Pollinate Media – Accepts blogs with at least 20,000 page views a 

month and 6 months of blogging experience. You will want to make 

https://www.mediavine.com/
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sure your blog is very professional looking before applying to this 

network. 

Apply to Pollinate here. 

2. Clever – Accepts blogs with at least 30,000 page views a month. 

Again, make sure your blog is in tip-top shape before applying. 

Appy to Clever here. 

Affiliates and Products 

These two income sources are going to be the same at this level. Be sure 

to read the previous page view bracket for all the information on affiliates 

and products! 

If you have higher than 100,000 page views per month 

Congratulations! This is a huge milestone that will likely see big changes for 

you in the near future.  

Check out the changes in your income opportunities at this level and 

make sure you are not missing out on any money. 

As with the previous sections, this section builds on the information already 

given, so be sure to read this entire chapter to make sure you’re not 

missing anything. 

Ad Networks 

There are a lot of different options for ad networks at this level, but there 

are really only two major players, so I will mention them both. 

http://whoispollinate.com/about-us/join-the-colony/
https://member.realclever.com/user/register
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1. MediaVine – I mentioned this before, but I want to mention it again 

here. Many bloggers apply to MediaVine at 30,000 page views and 

stay with them forever! 

So if you get accepted to MediaVine early and love it, by all means, 

stay there! There isn’t a ton of evidence from bloggers I know who 

have made the switch to our next ad network that the money is any 

better afterwards. 

Click here to apply to MediaVine. 

2. AdThrive – This is an ad network comparable to MediaVine, but their 

threshold for acceptance is 100,000 monthly page views. 

Click here to apply to AdThrive. 

Sponsored Posts 

At this level the influencer networks don’t really change, but you will be 

able to make more money with them. 

One thing that will change is that you will likely start getting direct offers 

for sponsored posts from companies who contact you through your site. 

Being accepted for sponsored post emails you send directly to 

companies will become easier as well, since you have a larger audience 

to offer. 

Affiliates and Products 

Again, your options here don’t change much from the previous tiers. 

However, you may want to consider offering an affiliate program to up 

your product exposure. 

https://www.mediavine.com/
https://portal.adthrive.com/apply/new
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By offering an affiliate program other bloggers will help promote your 

content for a percentage of the sales. This could increase the number of 

sales you see each month. 

Look into these plugins if you’re ready to offer affiliate sales. 

1. AffiliateWP Plugin for Wordpress – This is a great plugin that provides 

a lot of features for a really low price. An annual fee of $49 allows 

you to easily add an affiliate program for your products. 

2. Wordpress Affiliate Manager – Another great Wordpress plugin that 

has a free option, or you can upgrade to the premium service for a 

one time fee of $39. 
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Chapter 6 
Making the Most of Your Income Streams 

So, now that you have an idea of where you can find income 

opportunities for your blog, regardless of your size, it’s time to figure out 

how to get the most out of those options. 

This chapter is going to show you how to make the all important tweaks 

and decisions that will help you squeeze every dollar out of your current 

page views. 

Ad Placement 

There are a few classic placements that yield great results, but through 

much testing and tracking, I have found a few tweaks that help pump up 

the revenue even more. 

Classic ad placements are: 

 Wide banner ad across the header section 

 2 ads in the sidebar 
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 1 adhesion banner across the bottom that is “sticky” and doesn’t 

move when a visitor scrolls the page 

 At least 1 in-content ad that shows up between the paragraphs in 

your post 

Having all of those ads in place will help increase your RPM, but there are 

a few things you can tweak to make even more. 

1. Shorten your sidebar – By doing this, the ads in your sidebar are 

seen better, and for a longer period of time. This increases your 

payout, as well as the likelihood that they will click on the ad which 

will pay you more than if they just see the ad! 

2. Lengthen your Post – Break up your paragraphs to be no more than 

3 sentences. This not only allows ads to be seen for a longer period 

of time (such as the adhesion banner along the bottom of the 

page), but it actually makes the information easier to read! This will 

increase the chances of your visitors clicking on a second post 

during their visit, as well as the likelihood that they will visit your site 

again later. 

3. Add More Images – Make sure you have at least 1 photo per post, 

not only because it’s good practice, but because it also lengthens 

the post for additional ad viewing time.  

I like to add my long, skinny Pinterest image at the top of my post, 

right under a brief paragraph that will grab the reader’s attention 

and cause them to keep scrolling.  

This gives them more time to see, and/or click on, the ads. 
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4. Optimize Mobile Ads – Overlooking mobile ads can be the death of 

your RPM. Many people browse the web from their phones and 

tablets, so if you do not have mobile ads in place, you are losing 

revenue on those page views. 

Each ad network will have their own way to optimize mobile ads, so 

don’t be afraid to reach out to the network for help doing so on 

your site. 

They will be happy to help you since they want you to make a ton 

of money from ads! The more money you make, the more money 

they make, as they only get paid by taking a percentage of your 

ad revenue. 

Sponsored Posts 

When you are getting sponsored posts from an influencer network you 

don’t have to worry about setting your prices. The companies set their 

budget and you can choose to accept it or not. 

However, when you are contacting companies directly it’s easy to be 

overwhelmed by the idea of setting your own rates. 

Here are some tips on setting your sponsored post rates. 

1. Check Your Current Influencer Network Rates – If you sign up for 

Social Fabric or another influencer network, take your regular rates 

and add at least $150. 

So, if you’ve been getting sponsored posts through Social Fabric at 

$200 a piece, set your rates at $350 per post. 

2. Sign up for TapInfluence – This is a great way to find your starting 

rates if you’ve never had a sponsored post before. 
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Once you input all your information into TapInfluence, they will give 

you a suggested rate. While this is a great jumping off point, it isn’t 

the end all, be all of setting your rates! 

Why? Because influencer networks take a percentage of what the 

advertisers are actually paying for your post and giving you the rest. 

This is because they deal with the hassle of finding sponsored post 

opportunities and collecting the money. 

Being willing to do all that yourself will yield you more money! Just 

be prepared to do a bit more work than you would by dealing only 

with influencer networks. 

So, let’s say you sign up with TapInfluence and it gives you a 

suggested rate of $300. I would say that increasing your rate to $450 

per post would be completely reasonable! 

Affiliate Sales 

There is some debate about the best way to include affiliate links on your 

site and social media accounts. And really, what works for one person 

and their audience may not work for you! 

So here are some things to try as you find that perfect tweak for your 

audience. 

1. Link Appropriate Wording – Adding an affiliate link to all appropriate 

wording works well for me and tends to seem more natural than 

saying “click here to see what I’m talking about”. 

So when I’m talking about my KitchenAid, or the type of flour I use, 

or even a book I like, I add an affiliate link on the appropriate text. 



 48 

That way, if readers are interested in what I’m talking about, they 

don’t have to do a Google search to try and find it, it’s already 

linked for them! 

For example: “Using einkorn flour is a really great fit for my family 

because of our gluten sensitivities. This way we can still enjoy all our 

normal recipes without having to translate them to a different flour 

type since einkorn flour is still wheat!” 

2. Write a Review – If you have a set of books that you love and would 

be valuable to your audience, write up a review and add a link with 

your affiliate code.  

3. Create a Gift Guide – Round up a bunch of items found on your 

affiliate sites and pull them together to create a custom gift guide 

for your niche. 

For example: I have a homesteaders gift guide that does really well 

during the holidays. 

4. Create a Shop – Instead of creating a single gift guide or review 

post, you can create a shop and populate it with all sorts of items 

for your readers. 

I have heard mixed reviews about this method. It works really well 

for some, and flops for others. 

This plugin makes it really easy to start an affiliate store if you run 

your site through Wordpress. It does cost a little bit ($29 at the time 

of this publication), but it will save you a bunch of time that you can 

then use creating new content for your site! 

http://www.amodernhomestead.com/best-recipes-for-getting-started-with-einkorn
http://www.amodernhomestead.com/best-recipes-for-getting-started-with-einkorn
http://www.amodernhomestead.com/must-haves-for-the-modern-homestead/
http://www.the-affiliate-store.com/
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5. Include a Variety of Ad Types – Amazon.com offers many different 

ad types, search ads, native ads, recommendation ads, and more. 

You can try out different ads types to see what works for your 

audience. 

Read more about Amazon.com affiliate ads types here. 

Other affiliate programs like BrandCycle, and even bloggers who 

offer affiliates, generally have ad graphics that you can place on 

your site and link with your affiliate code.  

Try a few of those graphics as well and see if you get any traction. 

6. Add Affiliate Links on Social Media – Whatever works for you on 

social media, start adding one affiliate link to your posting schedule 

per day (if you post that often!).  

Add a picture, or funny comment, or personal story, and then 

include a relevant affiliate link as well.  

You can even link ridiculous or funny items that people will just be 

curious about!  

Remember, they don’t have to buy the product you link, you just 

want them to be curious enough to click on the link. When they do 

your link becomes active and if they buy anything while it is still 

active, you get a percentage! 

It may take a while to find what works for your audience when it 

comes to affiliate marketing, but it is worth it! When I started posting 

an affiliate link even once a week on my Facebook page, my 

affiliate sales doubled! 

https://affiliate-program.amazon.com/tips/t1/a2
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Just be sure to disclose that the link is an affiliate link, per FTC 

regulations mentioned in Chapter 5. 

Products 

Just behind ad networks, selling my own products is my favorite way to 

make money from my site! It’s something that you write and set up the 

sales page for, and then just sit back and enjoy the sales! 

Of course, you want to continue to promote your products, but you don’t 

have to write the product over and over again. Here are a few product 

ideas to get you started thinking about what you can create to sell. 

1. Ebooks – Though we talked about ebooks earlier, I’m going to list 

them again because they are fabulous! 

You can create an ebook easily in Word or whatever word 

processing program you have available to you, then convert it to a 

PDF and start selling it! 

I run my site through the Wordpress platform, so here is how I set up 

ebooks for download without having to pay anything. 

1. Create an ebook and save it as a PDF. 

2. Upload the file to your site. 

3. Download and activate the plugin “Easy Digital Downloads”.  

4. Follow the plugin instructions to set up your PayPal account to 

accept payments.  

5. Link to the file you uploaded as indicated in the plugin instructions. 
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That’s it! Now you can enjoy the residual income from a well written 

ebook! 

2. Ecourses – This is not something I have personally done yet, but I 

have many blogger friends who love making and selling their own 

courses (and they are raking in the dough doing so!). 

I am not an expert (or even a novice) at creating ecourses, so I will 

offer no advice on how to do so. But a quick Google search for 

“how to create an ecourse” yields a ton of great jumping off places! 

3. Membership – Once you have several products for sale, or even 

right from the get-go, you may want to consider a membership site. 

You can include all your products in the membership price, 

exclusive videos or worksheets, and your ecourses too!  

A word of warning: I have heard from many bloggers that people 

generally sign up for the cheap monthly option, download 

everything, and then cancel. Which causes the blogger to lose 

money. 

If you start seeing this, or are worried about it up front, consider 

offering only an annual membership. That option would give you a 

much higher income and would protect you from losing out on 

those people who would join and unsubscribe in the same month. 
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Chapter 7 
How to Insure Reliable Hosting 

I mentioned earlier in the book that I had to learn the very hard lesson of 

why it’s so important to have reliable hosting services for your site. 

Not only did I practically have a heart attack when I logged on to see 

that my site had crashed in the middle of a huge viral post upswing, but I 

had to deal with the headache of getting it restored over the next few 

days. 

Not to mention all the income that I lost out on from those ad impressions 

and potential product sales! 

In fact, one of the big crashes came the day I launched my first ebook. 

Sales were rolling in, I was glued to my computer in glee as the product 

flew off the proverbial shelves… then suddenly my site was completely 

inaccessible! 
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It took me 5 days of calling my then current hosting service (Bluehost) and 

attempting to get the site back up. Basically I had to wait until the number 

of requests to load the site dropped off before it would come back up. 

Why? Because I had exceeded my bandwidth! So they just stopped 

letting people access the site completely and everyone just saw a 

loading error instead. 

It was devastating. 

I ended up increasing my allowable bandwidth and thinking that 

everything was fine. But due to all the changes that Bluehost has recently 

undergone that wasn’t enough. 

I had a post go viral one month and suddenly I was dealing with the same 

issues all over again! 

This time I finally learned my lesson and made the switch to 

SiteGround.com! 

I talked with their customer service reps (available via phone or chat, but 

chat is so super fast that I always use that method!) about the page views 

allowed at each level and picked one that would allow me to grow my 

site without worrying about it crashing every 2 days! 

Sadly, I did have to learn this lesson twice before I was willing to make the 

switch, and it cost me a lot of lost revenue in the process! 

When I started my new blog about 2 months ago, I went ahead and 

opted for the better hosting service right off the bat. 

https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
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Yes it is a little bit of an investment, but I’m already back in the black on 

my expenses since I’m making about $300 a month from that blog with 

only 6,000 page views! 

But maybe you are not in a position to make that commitment to your 

hosting and so you are considering Bluehost for your first step, let me 

encourage you to look into SiteGround.com. 

They offer better service for the same starting cost, just $3.95 a month! 

Click here to get started with them if you are ready to get your blog set up 

for success. 

https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
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Chapter 8 
Blogging Tools and Resources 

As we come to a close, I want to give you a list of tools that make life as a 

blogger much easier. It can be overwhelming to think about trying to 

implement all of these ideas while still maintaining your content on the 

blog and social media accounts; these tools can help make it easier. 

Platforms 

1. Wordpress – This is becoming a must for bloggers who want to make 

the most money. The number of free plugins available make it easy 

to add valuable features to your site without spending a dime. 

You also tend to have more money making options on the 

Wordpress platform. 

2. Blogger – Another blogging platform, this one is owned by Google. I 

have used both Wordpress and Blogger and have found Wordpress 

to have a much higher level of functionality. 
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Both offer a free version, but I would recommend upgrading to a paid 

domain and hosting service as soon as possible so that you can start 

making money as both prohibit ads on the free version. 

Hosting 

Like I mentioned in Chapter 3, hosting is a huge deal. Right now there are 

two main hosting services that are recommended by most bloggers. 

1. Bluehost – Historically Bluehost has been a great company at a low 

price, but they underwent a huge shift in 2016 which saw a rapid 

decline of their services.  

In fact, after 12 happy years with Bluehost, I finally made the switch 

to a more reliable hosting service. 

2. SiteGround – This is the company I have switched to, and I know 

many other bloggers that have as well. Their pricing is the same as 

Bluehost to get started but their service is far superior! 

Domain Purchase 

You can buy your domain wherever you would like to start your hosting 

account.  

So if you want to go with SiteGround.com then buy your domain through 

their site. Likewise, if you decide to go through Bluehost.com purchase the 

domain on that site. 

Themes and Layouts 

If you’re ready to update the look of your blog, either because you never 

customized the look, or it’s just a bit outdated… or maybe just because 

you want a new vibe, here are some great places to look for themes. 

https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
https://www.siteground.com/go/book-link-a-modern-homestead
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1. Etsy – As odd as it seems, Etsy is a fabulous place to find high quality 

themes for both Wordpress and Blogger! 

Just do a search for “Themes for Wordpress” or “Themes for Blogger” 

depending on where you are blogging from. Then purchase the 

one you like and upload it to your site! 

Be sure to check out the demo page for the themes you like so you 

can test out the navigation and mobile sites. 

2. StudioPress – This site is dedicated to themes and nothing but 

themes! You will find all sorts of options for however you want your 

site to look and what you want it to do. 

The only downside to StudioPress is that the prices tend to be at 

least 3x more expensive that the themes available on Etsy. 

I purchased a theme from Etsy and have zero complaints! Do keep in 

mind you get what you pay for… if it’s a $3.99 theme on Etsy, you might 

want to steer clear. 

Tools for Graphic Design and Photo Edits 

Fabulous graphics and photo promos are what bring people to your site 

from places like Pinterest, Facebook, and other social media outlets. So it’s 

important to make sure that those photos look professional! 

Here are a few programs you can try for free to see what you like best. 

1. GIMP - For many years I have used a program called GIMP to do all 

of my photo edits. It’s completely free and functions just like Adobe 

Photoshop. 
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It runs directly on your computer instead of in a web browser like 

other programs so you can work offline if you need to. 

Download GIMP here. 

2. Canva – This is an online graphics program that takes place 

completely in your browser. They offer templates of popular sizes 

and text layouts to help get you started. 

This program is free, which is a bonus, and they have many different 

templates available. However, if you already know what you want it 

can be a little challenging to get that custom look without a lot of 

effort. 

3. PicMonkey – Another online design program, this one functions 

more like GIMP, allowing you more flexibility to design what you 

want.  

Though you can try it for free, it will eventually become a paid 

program if you end up liking it. 

Tools for Taking Photos and Making Videos 

Having a good camera and a few pieces of equipments makes all the 

difference in the quality of your photos and videos. 

By simply upgrading your equipment your photos go from flat and lifeless, 

to popping with energy! Even without changing a single other thing! 

Here are the tools I recommend buying as you are able, with a good 

camera being at the very top of the list! 

https://www.gimp.org/downloads/
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1. DSLR Camera – While there are many different brands to choose 

from, Cannon is generally considered the best within the blogging 

world. 

They can be purchased for a relativity low price and yield great 

results. You can even record videos with them! 

This is the Cannon Rebel T5 that I and most other bloggers use. 

2. A Tripod – This supports your camera, helps with demonstration shots, 

and is a must have for videos. This is a good starting tripod. 

3. A Lighting Kit – In Texas we have pretty good natural lighting year 

round, but in other areas that stay more overcast during the fall and 

winter seasons, a lighting kit is a must have! 

This is a great starter kit.  

4. An Overhead Camera Arm – You know those cooking videos you 

see all over Facebook? Here is the arm you need to attach your 

camera to in order to get that straight down, overhead shot. 

This is the overhead arm I use. 

Stock Photos 

Or maybe you’re not ready to dive into creating your own high quality 

images just yet. Check out these options for finding stock photos to use! 

1. Pixabay – This is a free stock photo service that has many wonderful 

images. I have used them on many occasions and I always check 

there first before purchasing any images. 

http://amzn.to/2hHHAUF
http://amzn.to/2iUe8IR
http://amzn.to/2ixHXSZ
http://amzn.to/2iUlhsU
https://pixabay.com/
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2. ShutterStock – A very popular stock photo site that offers many 

different options for purchasing stock photos and stock videos. 

3. BigStockPhoto.com – A subsidiary of ShutterStock.com, 

BigStockPhoto.com has many of the same photos for a fraction of 

the cost available on StockPhoto.com. 

This site also offers some more affordable options for acquiring stock 

photos and videos if you don’t need them in bulk. 

Newsletter / Email Tools and Services 

There’s a common phrase in the blogging world, “the money is in your list”. 

They mean of course your email list! All the people who cared enough 

about your content to put their name and email address down… 

Here are some tools to help you make the most (money) out of that list! 

1. MailChimp – This is a very popular free email service for lists up to 

2000 subscribers, so it’s a great place to start if you are just starting 

your list. After 2000 subscribers it becomes a paid service that can 

be paid monthly or every time you send out an email.  

You can create custom templates and it’s very easy to use. This is 

the service I currently use, though I am researching other options. 

Click here to get started with MailChimp for free. 

2. ConvertKit – Another popular option that many bloggers use, 

ConvertKit is a paid service right off the bat. However, unlike 

MailChimp you don’t pay per email you send, there is a flat monthly 

rate based on the number of subscribers you have. 

Click here to get started with ConvertKit. 

https://www.shutterstock.com/
http://www.bigstockphoto.com/
http://eepurl.com/cvNW69
https://convertkit.com/
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Tools for Social Media 

If you’re anything like me, scheduling content for all of your various social 

media accounts takes up the vast majority of your blogging time. 

Fortunantly there are several amazing tools that makes your social media 

work so much easier! 

Pinterest 

Since Pinterest brings in about 80% of my social media traffic, I tend to put 

the most effort there. Here are the tools I use to help me schedule pins. 

Because bloggers tend to have varying thoughts on Pinterest, I’m not 

going to go into the details of Pinterest strategies here. 

1. Tailwind – Originally I pinned about 50-75 pins manually every single 

day. What a time suck! Now I use Tailwind for all of my “live” pinning 

throughout the day.  

The work that used to take me hours a day, I can now complete for 

a whole week in less than 1 hour total! 

I use this program for pinning other people’s content from group 

boards, or for “dripping” my new content out over a time interval to 

various boards. 

Try Tailwind for free here. 

2. Board Booster - Very similar to Tailwind, Board Booster allows to you 

set up pins that go out at either pre-determined times or randomly 

according to your criteria. 

The ability to set up “looping” pin means that you never had to 

worry about pinning to group boards again. Board Booster will 

https://www.tailwindapp.com/i/AModHomestead
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automatically pin your pins to the group boards you assign them to 

on a random schedule, without going over the group board limits! 

Try Board Booster for free here. 

While many people use one or the other of these two programs, they 

each have unique features that make them both valuable. I personally 

use both and couldn’t image it any other way! 

Instagram 

To my knowledge there is only one service available that actually 

schedules to Instagram. 

Grum – This service is phenomenal! I love Instagram and it provides 

many page views for my site… when I can remember to upload 

photos! Now I can schedule them for the whole week in one 

afternoon. 

Click here to get started with Grum. 

All other Social Media 

While Facebook likes posts to be scheduled in house, there are other 

social media networks that don’t mind third-party schedulers. 

Buffer – This service allows you to schedule to Twitter, Facebook (if 

you want), and Instagram (kind of, not really), as well as LinkedIn 

and Google+. 

If you only use it for one social media account it’s free forever! So I 

use it for Twitter and don’t pay a dime. 

 Click here to get started with Buffer. 

https://boardbooster.com/invite/Y4YVA
https://dash.grum.co/
https://buffer.com/app
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 Does my theme create a professional feel? 

 Do my font types exceed two types? 

 Do my theme colors exceed three colors? 

 Is my content easy to read?  

 Can people navigate the menu easily? 

 Can I do more above the fold? 

 Am I easy to contact? 

 Do I own my domain? 

 Is my hosting reliable? 

 Are my posts of value to my readers? 

 Is my mobile site as nice and easy to navigate as 

the desktop version? 

 Is my content easy to share?
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Who are you as a blogger? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

What do you have to offer? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

What does “Work it like a business” mean to you? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Set the first goal for your blog as a professional blogger! 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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What is my current page view bracket? ______________________ 

What income streams am I currently utilizing?  

 Ad Networks: ________________________________________ 

 Sponsored Posts: _____________________________________ 

 Affiliate Programs: ____________________________________ 

 Products: _____________________________________________ 

What is the next income stream I want to add and why? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Create a plan for getting the new income stream realized: 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Hello (name of contact), 

My name is (your name), I am a professional blogger based in (city), with over X 

monthly page views and an active social media following of over X (this number 

is the combination of all your social media accounts).  

I would like to talk to you about an advertising opportunity between my site and 

(business).  

My readers are mainly (your reader demographics) and they would love to hear 

about using your brand for (why your readers would find the brand relevant).  

I would like to promote your (specific product or service they offer) to my readers 

in the form of (how you will promote). For this type of service I typically charge 

(your rates).  

I have a variety of advertising and sponsorship opportunities available beyond 

what I’ve outlined here, and I’d love to hear your thoughts on how we could 

best partner together to feature your brand. I have also attached my media kit 

for your convenience (if you have one).  

Looking forward to working with you. 

(name) 

(links to your blog and social media pages) 
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